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Christ the Lord is risen today, 

Sons of men and angels say: 

Raise your joys and triumphs high, 
Sing, ye heavens, and earth reply. 


Love’s redeeming work is done, 
Fought the fight, the battle won; 
Lo! our Sun’s eclipse is o’er; 

Lo! He sets in blood no more. 


Vain the stone, the watch, the seal; 
Christ hath burst the gates of hell! 
Death in vain forbids His rise; 
Christ hath opened Paradise! 


Lives again our glorious King: 
Where, O Death, is now thy sting? 
Once He died, our souls to save: 
Where thy victory, O Grave? 


CHARLES WESLEY, 1707-1788 





There are many historical facts in the world that were 
not attended by one-tenth as many witnesses as was 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ. As examples I might 
compe of the birth of princes, the signing of treaties, 

e remarks of cabinet officers and the deeds of assassins. 
I say these great events that men receive upon testimony 
and accept as facts, these have not had one-tenth the 
number of witnesses as had the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. Therefore, I need not beg anybody’s pardon for 
what I believe. I believe with all my heart that Jesus, the 
Christ, is risen indeed. I believe that He was seen after 
His resurrection, by six hundred and forty-one eye wit- 
nesses. During those forty days, Jesus appeared to dif- 
ferent men under different circumstances at various 
places. He ate with them, walked with them, and talked 
with them. They positively could not have been deceived. 
Such deception would be without parallel in history and 
without an analogy in the annals of men. Christ’s enemies 
became the charter members of His church, in Jerusalem 
on the day of Pentecost. Account for that fact if you 
deny the resurrection.—Scoville. 
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The dawn of hope in every 
man’s life is in the fact 
@” Christ was risen from the dead 


As It Began to Dawn 


“And very early in the morning the first day of the 
week, they came unto the sepulchre at the rising of the 
sun. And they said among themselves, Who shall roll us 
away the stone from the door of the sepulchre?”—Mark 
16: 2, 3. 

HE VICTORY OF LIGHT over darkness, in the 
} early morning when the air is always fresh, is 
still a miracle as at the beginning when God said, 
“Let there be light,” and it is man’s best friend. As the 
sun begins casting its rays high in the sky, with its 
beauty, the inhabitants of the village begin to stir. The 
women gather about the wells and the fountains with 
water pots on their heads. The highways and paths, 
silent a few moments ago, resound to the tread of men 
and animals on their way to the markets in Jerusalem, 
unaware of what has happened. A little group of women, 
with saddened hearts and anxious to extend the last 
evidences of their affection to the One whom they had 
learned to love, make their way to the garden of Joseph 
of Arimathea, mumbling, “Who shall roll us away the 
stone from the tomb?” Nevertheless, they were going in 
faith, trusting that someone would happen along to help 
them get the stone away. When they get to the tomb, 
the stone has already been rolled away, and the body of 
the One they came to anoint is gone. The angel spoke 
to them saying, “Why seek ye the living among the dead? 
He is not here, but is risen: and, behold, he goeth before 
you.” 

Is it not the same today? We come face to face with 
what we believe to be a major problem, or maybe an in- 
surmountable barrier, anticipating a situation too great 
for us to cope with; but when we actually come up to it, 
it isn’t there. Powers with which we did not reckon have 
broken down the barrier, rolled away the stone, chained 
the lion, or bridged the chasm. The task before us in 
carrying out the great commission would, if we looked at 
it from the natural standpoint, look impossible, but forces 
and powers that accompany this gospel, when carried by 
the consecrated and Spirit-filled believer, open prison 


doors, quench the violence of fire, break down stubborn - 


wills, open blinded eyes, tame the wild man, give power to 
tread on serpents, all because of that magnificent morn- 
ing three days after that fateful Friday. 

Discouragement and disappointment you will meet, 
making your task appear as a gigantic one. The devil 
would have you look at your human resources with a pall 
of darkness hanging over your future, anticipating dis- 
aster and tragedy. He suggests that you just as well quit, 
you are already defeated; but faith in the resurrected 
Christ dispels the darkness and causes the light to break, 
@« you find that that disaster and tragedy were all a 

uman disillusion which had mysteriously disappeared. 
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By H. L. CHESSER 
Pastor, Fort Lauderdale, Florida 


We become so imbued with this secular world, so en- 
grossed with human philosophy, so navigated and mo- 
tivated by feelings that we find ourselves in the swelling 
waters of Jordan, and we are prone to imagine that God 
has let us down. Many times when we think He is doing 
the least for us, He is doing the most. 


LET US LOOK AT THAT fateful day, now 
known as Good Friday. Let us put ourselves in the place 
of the disciples. The death of Jesus on the cross was the 
end of all their hopes. The days of their walking with 
Him and hearing His words of encouragement and in- 
structions, feeling that glorious fellowship, seeing Him 
heal their sick were no more. They did not know but 
what His followers would be killed, also. Since God had 
allowed Jesus to be killed and did nothing about it, and 
they were left in a world that hates God and righteous- 
ness, possibly this thought ran through their minds, 
What is there left for us to live for? His speaking about 
raising up the temple in three days did not register 
with them. There had been a great tragedy; the cloud 
hung heavy over them, and the question “What shall we 
do?” in all probability was paramount in their thinking. 
But through all of it God was doing something about it— 
He was planning a resurrection, and the blackest day 
of all days would become Good Friday. Three days made 
a big difference in history. Jesus’ foes were rejoicing be- 
cause this troublemaker had been crucified, His tomb 
sealed, and the guards were keeping watch to be sure His 
body was not stolen; however, it is Easter that gives 
meaning and significance to the cross. Were there no 
empty tomb, no risen Lord, there might be no remem- 
brance of the cross, or even of Jesus. You can readily 
understand how it looked to the disciples on that cruci- 
fixion day—as though God was doing nothing. In reality 
He was doing the most for them by revealing Himself 
in the risen Christ, bringing life and immortality to 
light. Friday was the blackest day of all days for His 
disciples, the setting sun casting its dark shadows upon 
a dying Man, with a heavy gloom over the hearts of His 
followers. Three days later the rising sun cast its rays 
into the darkest recess of an empty tomb, while an eter- 
nal voice rang out clearly, “Why seek ye the living 
among the dead? He is not here but is risen: and, be- 
hold, he goeth before you.” 

Friday the evil hand of man was at work crucifying 
the good; the blinds are drawn upon a black tragedy; 
it was man’s turn to work his ways—apparently the evil 
had prevailed. Three days later the shades are raised 
to admit a bright victory. We approach an open, unoc- 


(Continued on page 16) 
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To all people 

of all walks of life, 
the only hope of 
life eternal 


is to look to 


he 
oliving 


he 


By JAMES A. CROSS 


Assistant General Overseer 
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Revelation 1:18, “J am he that liveth, and was dead; 
and, behold, I am alive for evermore.”—King James’ Ver- 
sion. 

“I am the First and the Last and the Living One, and 
became dead, and see, I am alive forever and ever.” 
Berkley’s Translation. 


HERE IS A RING OF triumph in this verse that 

makes one’s heart glad beyond measure and starts 

a song of victory within. This glad refrain “I am 
alive for evermore” reveals the contents of this book and 
gives us the keynote to its interpretation and, in fact, to 
all the books of the Bible. Here the whole plan of salva- 
tion is revealed in outline: the ministry of Christ on 
earth, His supreme sacrifice on the cross of Calvary, and 
the wonderful victory of the resurrection. 


The setting of the text is, of course, on the Isle of 
Patmos. The apostle John had been banished to this place 
for the testimony of the Lord and the Word of God. 
Such a place was not conducive to great spiritual revela- 
tions, for this Island was bare, rocky, mountainous, and 
irregular, with only about fifty inhabitants. It is said 
that the place where John wrote the book of Revelation 
was in a cavern situated on the face of a hill. Even if we 
are not certain about the spot where he wrote, we can be 
sure of one thing—he was in the Spirit when he heard 
the voice of Christ, who proclaimed, “I am Alpha and 
Omega. I am alive for evermore.” To John such an an- 
nouncement must have been as brightening as the sun 
breaking through the storm clouds, as heartening as the 
beautiful rainbow spanning the heavens, as strengthen- 
ing as a full-course meal, and as comforting as the touch 
of a mother’s hand. 

Such a revelation, however, was not new to John. 
About sixty years before this occasion, he had stood be- 
fore the cross when the lifeless body of Christ was low- 
ered from the cross and tenderly placed in the tomb. 
His heart was filled with sorrow, and tears had dimmed 
his eyes over the parting. The painful suspense was soon 
over, for on that glad morn, the women had come to the 
apostles with the news that two angels had met them at 
the tomb with the message that Christ was alive. “Why 
seek ye the living among the dead,” the angels had said. 
“He is not here, but is risen!” Such electrifying news had 
to be confirmed, so Peter and John had to run to the tomb 
to see for themselves. In convincing terminology, John 
20:8 is a record of the indisputable fact, “Then went in 
also that other disciple, which came first to the sepulchre, 
and HE SAW, AND BELIEVED.” Subsequent appearances 
of Christ to the disciples after His resurrection only 
strengthened the preaching of John about the reality of a 
living Christ, and “. .. he preached unto them Jesus and 
the resurrection.” 


“Come, ye saints, look here and wonder; 
See the place where Jesus lay; 
He has burst His bands asunder; 
He has borne our sins away; 
Joyful tidings, 
Yes, the Lord has risen today.” 
—Thomas Kelly. 


‘THROUGH SUMMER’S HEAT and winter’s 


cold, springtime joy and autumn gold, on mountain an 
plain, and in valley and dell this herald of Christ pr 
claimed the glad news that Christ had come, suffered, 
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bled, and died and that He had risen again for our 
justification. Sometimes the news is gladly received and 
sometimes scornfully rejected. The acceptance or re- 


ics: of the gospel had no effect on John’s burning 


desire to tell the world the glad news. Months slipped 
into years, clear eyes grew dim, springy steps slowed with 
the passage of time, and flowing locks of hair were 
whitened with the frost of the approaching winter of 
time. Persecution increased in such intensity and became 
so varied in form that, as a final act of violence, the 
Beloved was banished to this barren place. It was at this 
moment that God pulled back the curtain for John to 
behold the glory of the Son of God to hear anew the tri- 
umphant declaration of the Master “I am alive for ever- 
more.” 


There could be no case of mistaken identity in the One 
sounding the vibrant message, for John recognized Him 
as the Christ with whom he had walked and on whose 
breast he had leaned at the Passover Supper, but to dis- 
pel any uncertainty as to His personage, Christ declared, 
“‘T am he that liveth.’ I walked with you, ate with you, 
prayed with you, and you were with Me in My sufferings 
at Gethsemane; ‘I am he; I am the First and the Last 
and the Living One.’” He is Life from all eternity and the 
Source of life as declared by the Scripture. “As thou hast 
given him power over all flesh, that he should give eter- 
nal life,” John 17:2. “And I give unto them eternal life,” 
John 10:28a. His sovereignty and divinity were declared 
in this statement so that John might know, without hesi- 
tation, that the Speaker was the same Lord who prayed 
in John 17:5, “And now, O Father, glorify thou me with 
thine own self with the glory which I had with thee BE- 
FORE THE WORLD WAS” and who later went voluntarily 
to the cross. 


“IT became dead.’ I like the way this is expressed, for it 
harmonizes with another statement of Christ in which He 
said, “...I lay down my life, that I might take it again. 
No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself. 
I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it 
again,” John 10:17, 18. Also, it agrees with the report 
given at His crucifixion by the Evangelists, “And he bowed 
his head and gave up the ghost.” John 19:30; Luke 23:46; 
Mark 15:37; Matthew 27:50. 


He “became dead” that He might prove His mastery 
over death, explore the dark passageway into eternity, 
and leave His footprints through the valley of death to 
guide and comfort those who would follow. As the way- 
farer is cheered by the knowledge that a friend has 
passed along the path before, our hearts are gladdened 
by knowing and seeing His marks of having passed before 
us. 

Joy to me this thought has given 
All the way from earth to heaven 
“Jesus passed this way before.” 


Does the road seem rough and weary? 
Does the night seem dark and dreary? 
I am on this Friend relying, 

And I’ll shout when I am dying, 

“Jesus passed this way before!” 


Though the clouds are heavy o’er me, 
And though dark the way before me, 
This can fill my soul with singing, 
“Jesus passed this way before.” 
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THANK GOD, THE statement did not end 
when He said, “I became dead.” If it had, life would not 
be worth living, the future would be dark and foreboding, 
and the span of time allotted to man would end in utter 
despair and defeat. But the voice is still speaking, “I am 
alive for evermore.” He is alive forever as our High Priest 
and our Intercessor, “for he ever liveth to make inter- 
cession.” Also, He is alive as the Captain of our salvation, 
who will lead us victoriously into life everlasting. 

There is a tone of finality about this statement that 
sounds the defeat of all the opposing forces of hell—“I 
am alive for evermore.” One has said, “Warriors conquer 
to be conquered. Tyrants rule with a rod of iron to fall 
under its stroke. All men that rise, rise to fall,” but the 
text speaks of a finality that admits of no more conflict. 
Here is a true victory that is a final one. Death is 
crushed beneath His heel, and the cry of victory rings 
through eternity, “I am alive for evermore.” Eternal hope 
that we shall live with Him springs in our hearts since 
our Champion conquered and holds in His grasp the 
keys of death and hell. Our hope of immortality is in our 
identity with Him, as expressed in John 17:21, “That 
they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I 
in thee, that they also may be one in us.” Since we are 
in Him and He lives forevermore, we shall also live with 
Him. Ringing loudly in our hearts are the words of Jesus 
Himself, “. . . because I live, ye shall live also.” On that 
wonderful day when Jesus shall mount on high and shout, 
“Death is swallowed up in victory,” our feeble voices will 
be raised in crying, “Amen, Amen!” 

After His resurrection from death’s domain, the dis- 
ciples met Christ. His message to them was “Be not 
afraid; go tell my brethren that they go into Galilee, and 
there shall they see me.” While the elders bribed men 
with large sums of money to spread a lie about the res- 
urrection, Christ gave orders to go and tell men every- 
where that THE LIVING ONE suffered for your sins, died 
to grant you a pardon, and is raised for your justification. 
Two thousand years has not curbed the eagerness of 
mankind to spread the story of His rescue from despair, 
and on this Easter Day thousands in pulpits, on street 
corners, under tents, in mission compounds, over radios, 
and through the press will shout aloud again and again, 
“Fear not, I am the first and the last; and, behold, I am 
he that liveth and was dead, and behold, I AM ALIVE 
FOR EVERMORE.” 





In time of test or trial, we instinctively turn to God 
for new courage and peace of mind. All the history of 
America bears witness to this truth. Out of faith in God 
and through faith in themselves as His children, our 
forefathers designed and built this republic.—President 
Eisenhower. 





The Tempter will follow you from the cradle to the 
grave, and the nearer you get to Christ, the hotter the 
fight will be—D. L. Moody, Sermon-builders. 





When alone, guard your thoughts; in the family, guard 
your temper; in company, guard your words.—Christian 
Digest. 





Unless we have within us that which is above us, we 
will soon yield to that which is about us.—Good Ship 
Grace. 
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By MRS. F. W. GOFF 


pase 


The Song of Solomon 2:11-13, “For, lo, the winter is 
past, the rain is over and gone; The flowers appear on 
the earth; the time of the singing of birds is come, and 
the voice of the turtle is heard in our land; The fig 
tree putteth forth her green figs, and the vines with the 
tender grape give a good smell.” 


who are eager to learn, she will reveal many mar- 
velous truths. Each season of the year speaks of 
the wondrous works of God. Springtime reveals anew the 
glorious truth of the resurrection. Job asked, “If a man 
die, shall he live again?” Spring is the answer. Just a few 
short weeks ago the fields were bleak and bare. The win- 
try wind whistled through the branches of the trees, but 
suddenly, as if God breathed upon her, Mother Earth felt 
the warmth of spring. The cold, bleak days of winter gave 
way to sunshine and blue skies; the silence gave way to 
the singing of the birds. The voice of the turtle is again 
heard in the land. God has turned Nature’s mourning 
into joy. He puts off her sackcloth and girds her with 
gladness. 
Springtime foretells the glorious resurrection when the 
dead in Christ shall rise and shall be clothed with their 


7] ATURE IS, INDEED, a wonderful teacher. To those 
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immortal bodies to be caught up to meet the Lord in the 
air. It testifies, also, to the redeeming grace of God. 


Ephesians 2:4-6, But “God, who is rich in mercy, for his 
great love wherewith he loved us, Even when we were 
dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by 
grace ye are saved;) And hath raised us up together, 
and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ 
Jesus.” As the earth was barren during the winter, with- 
out beauty, fruit, or joy, so were our lives before we were 
saved. But God, who is rich in mercy—Oh, the magnitude 
of His mercy!—looked down upon us, and out of His in- 
vincible love, through His Son, quickened us and brought 
us out of death into the glorious life that is in Christ 
Jesus. 

A redeemed life is adorned with beauty. The Psalmist 
said, “He will beautify the meek with salvation.” As the 
spring flowers blossom and send forth their fragrance, 
attracting the attention of all nature lovers, so will our 
lives, when we know Him, diffuse a heavenly fragrance 
testifying to the redeeming grace. 


Another signal characteristic of a redeemed life is joy. 
In Nehemiah we read that the joy of the Lord is our 
strength. Paul wrote in Romans 14:17, “For the kingdom 
of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and 
peace, and joy, in the Holy Ghost.” Isaiah 61:10, “I will 
greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul shall be joyful in 
my God; for he hath clothed me with the garments of 
salvation, he hath covered me with the robe of righteous- 
ness.” When we are cognizant of all the unmerited bless- 
ings in our lives, we shall shout aloud the praises of God. 
We shall say with Peter, “Whom having not seen, ye love; 
in whom, though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye 
rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory.” 


The wise man depicted spring as a time of great pro- 
ductiveness—“The fig tree putteth forth her green figs, 
and the vines with the tender grapes give a good smell.” 
Likewise, the redeemed life will be fruitful. Paul spoke 
of a life as “Being filled with the fruits of righteousness, 
which are by Jesus Christ, unto the glory and praise of 
God.” Let the fruit of the Spirit—love, joy, peace, long- 
suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness—abound 
in your life. A true Christian’s life is never barren. David 
has told us, “They shall still bring forth fruit in old age; 
they shall be fat and flourishing.” 

So many are so spiritually blind that they cannot see 
the beauty of God in the commonplace things—their 
senses are dull to the creation. Let us who are alive in 
Him learn our lesson well and work while it is day, for 
the night is coming when no man can work. 


pes 


If your faith in God is stronger for every humble task 
in which you need and get His aid, then that humble 
task is necessary for the fullness of your faith in God.— 
Phillips Brooks. 





If you are not doing all in your power in the fear of 
God to make your church a success, then do not com- 
plain because of the lack of spiritual life in the church 
or the failure of other members.—The Christian Conser- 
vator. 
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Matthew 27:1, 2, “When the morning was come, all the 
chief priests and elders of the people took counsel against 
Jesus to put him to death: And when they had bound 
him, they led him away, and delivered him to Pontius 
Pilate the governor.” 

J HE MAN BEFORE whose judgment seat Jesus 
was about to appear was Pontius Pilate, governor 
of Judea for six years. He was a typical Roman, 

not of the antique, simple stamp, but of the imperial 
period; a man not without some remains of the ancient 
Roman justice in his soul, yet pleasure-loving, imperious, 
and corrupt. He hated the Jews whom he ruled, and in 
times of irritation freely shed their blood. 

It was probably between six and seven in the morn- 
ing when they conducted Jesus, bound with chains, to the 
residence of the governor. During the night, the San- 
hedrin had already inflicted such injury upon Jesus that 
we are reminded of the fact that He must have been 
tired after hours of disgraceful torture. The Man who 
had baffled them, impaired their authority, and exposed 
their hypocrisy was very hateful to them. Sadducean 
coldness could boil up into heat enough when it was 
really roused; Pharisaic fanaticism was inventive in its 
cruelty. They smote Him with their fists, they spat 
on Him, they blindfolded Him, and, in derision of His 
prophetic claims, bade Him prophesy who struck Him, 
as they took turns smiting Him. However, we shall not 
dwell on a scene so disgraceful to human nature. When 
they led Him before Pilate, what a spectacle that was— 
the priests, teachers, and judges of the Jewish nation 
leading their Messiah to ask the Gentile to put Him to 
death! It was the hour of the nation’s suicide. This was 
all that had come of God’s choosing them, bearing them 
on eagles’ wings, and carrying them all the days of old, 
sending them His prophets and deliverers, redeeming 
them from Egypt and Babylon, and causing His glory 
tor so many centuries to pass before their eyes! Surely 
it was the very mockery of Providence, yet God was not 
mocked. His designs march down through history with 
resistless tread, waiting not on the will of man; even 
this tragic hour, when the Jewish nation was turning His 
dealings into derision, was destined to demonstrate the 
depths of His wisdom and love. 


THE JEWISH AUTHORITIES had hoped that 
Pilate would accept their decision as his own, and, with- 
out going into the merits of the case, pass the sentence 
they desired. This, frequently done by provincial gover- 
nors, especially in matters of religion which they were 
not expected to understand, did not work in this case. 
Accordingly, when he asked what the crime of Jesus was, 
they replied, “If he were not a malefactor, we would not 
have delivered him up unto thee.” Pilate was not in the 
mood of concession, so he told them that if he were not 
to try the culprit, they must be content with such a 
punishment as the law permitted them to inflict. He 
seems to have known something of Jesus—‘‘He knew that 
for envy they had delivered him.” Rising from his seat 
to escape the fanatical cries of the mob, he took Jesus 
inside the palace to examine Him. It was a solemn mo- 
ment for himself, though he knew it not. What a ter- 
rible fate it was which brought him to this spot at this 
time! He had no idea of the issues he was deciding. To 
him the culprit may have seemed a little more interesting 
and perplexing than others, but He was only one of hun- 
dreds constantly passing through his hands. It did not 
occur to him that, though he appeared to be the judge, 
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Sesus Before 


A graphic narrative of the Son 
of God before one of the 
weakest sons of men. 


both he and the system he represented were on trial 
before One whose perfection judged and exposed every 
man and every system which approached Him. He ques- 
tioned Jesus in regard to the accusations brought against 
Him, asking especially if He pretended to be a king. Je- 
sus replied that He made no such claim in the political 
sense, but only in a spiritual sense, as King of the truth. 
Pilate was convinced that, as he had supposed, there 
lurked nothing of the demagogue or Messianic revolu- 
tionist behind this pure, peaceful, and melancholy face. 
Returning to the tribunal, he announced to Jesus’ ac- 
cusers that he had acquitted Him. The announcement 
was received with shrieks of disappointed rage and the 
loud reiteraion of the charges against Him. Many times 
this fanatical mob overcame the wishes and decisions 
of their foreign masters by sheer force of clamor. Pilate 
should have released and protected Him, but he was a 
true son of the system in which he had been brought up 
—the statecraft of compromise. Amidst the cries with 
which they assailed his ears, he was glad to hear one 
which offered him an excuse for getting rid of the whole 
business. They were shouting that Jesus had excited the 
people “throughout all Jewry, beginning from Galilee 
unto this place.” It occurred to him that Herod, the ruler 


of Galilee, was in town and that he might get rid of the © 


troublesome affair by handing it over to him. It was a 
common procedure in Roman law to transfer a culprit 
from the tribunal of the territory in which he was ar- 
rested, to that of the territory in which he was domiciled. 
So he sent Jesus away in the hands of his bodyguard and 
accompanied by His accusers to the palace of Herold. 

Herod was a man of contempt, utterly incapable of 
taking a serious view of anything. He even overlooked 
the business about which the Jews were so eager, for he 
began to pour out a flood of rambling questions and re- 
marks without pausing for any reply. After becoming ex- 
hausted, however, he waited for the response of Jesus. 
He waited in vain, for not one word of any kind did Jesus 
speak. Unable to understand the meaning of His silence, 
Herod and his men of war threw over Jesus’ shoulders 
a white robe, in imitation of that worn at Rome by 
candidates who were canvassing for office, to indicate 
that He was a candidate for the Jewish throne, but one 
so ridiculous that it would be useless to treat Him with 


anything but contempt, and sent Him back to Pilate. In @ 


this guise Jesus retraced His weary steps to the Roman 
tribunal. 
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Pilate 


By ALPHA ADAMS 


When Jesus returned from Herod, it was the duty of 
Pilate to pronounce, at once, the sentence of acquittal. 
Instead of doing so, he resorted to treachery and pro- 
posed to the Jews that as both he and Herod had found 
Him innocent he should scourge and then release Him— 
the scourge being a sop to their rage and the release a 
tribute to justice. However, the carrying out of this 
monstrous proposal was interrupted by an incident which 
seemed once more to offer to Pilate a way of escape from 
his difficulty. On the Passover morning it was the custom 
of the Roman governor to release to the people any 
single prisoner they might desire. He released Jesus, in 
spite of the fact that he had not planned to do so; but, 
according to his proposal ,he saw in it a loophole of es- 
cape from his disagreeable position. It turned out to be 
a noose through which he was slipping his neck. He of- 
fered the life of Jesus to the mob. For a moment they 
hesitated, but they had a favorite leader of heir own, 
a noted leader of revolt against the Roman domination, 
Barabbas. As they began to shout for their own hero 
Barabbas, Pilate asked, “What, then, shall I do with Je- 
sus?” He expected the answer to be, “Give us Him, too.” 
He was mistaken, however; the authorities had done 
their work successfully. The cry came from ten thousand 
throats, “Let Him be crucified!” Pilate, completely baf- 
fled, angrily asked, “Why, what evil hath He done?” But 
having had the decision put into their power, they were 
now thoroughly fanaticized and yelled forth, “Away with 
Him; crucify Him; crucify Him!” 


PILATE SENT JESUS away to be scourged— 
the usual preliminary procedure before crucifixion. The 
soldiers took Him to a room in their barracks and feasted 
their cruel instincts on His sufferings. The shame and 
pain of this revolting punishment cannot be described. 
What must it have been to Him, with His honor and love 
for human nature, to be handled by those coarse men, 
and to look so closely at human nature’s uttermost bru- 
tality. When the scourging was over, they set Him down 
on a seat, and, fetching an old cast-off cloak, flung it, 
in derisive imitation of the royal purple, on His shoul- 
ders; they thrust a reed into His hands for a scepter; 
they stripped some thorn-twigs from a neighboring bush, 
and, twining them into the rough semblance of a crown, 
rushed down their rending spikes upon His brow. Then, 
assing in front of Him, each of them in turn bent the 
nee, at the same time spitting in His face, and plucking 


April 9, 1955 





the reed from His hand, smote Him with it over the 
head and face. 

Having glutted their cruelty, they led Him back to 
the seat of Pilate, wearing the crown of thorns and the 
purple robe. The crowds raised shouts of mad laughter 
at the soldiers’ joke; with a sneer on his face, Pilate 
thrust Him forward so as to meet the gaze of all, and 
cried, “Behold the man!” Surely he meant that there 
was no use doing any more to Him; He was not worth 
their while. Could one so broken and wretched do any 
harm? How little did he understand his own words! 
That remark of his sounds over the world and draws 
the eyes of all generations to the marred face of Jesus. 
And lo, as we look the shame is gone; it has lifted from 
Him and fallen on Pilate himself, on the soldiers, the 
priests, and the mob. His outflashing glory has scorched 
away every speck of disgrace and tipped the crown of 
thorns with a hundred points of flaming brightness. But 
just as Pilate did not understand his own words, just 
that little did he understand the temper of the people 
he ruled, when he supposed that the sight of the misery 
and helplessness of Jesus would satisfy their thirst for 
vengeance. All along their objection to Him had been 
that one so poor and unambitious as. He should claim 
to be their Messiah. The sight of Him now, scourged and 
scorned by the soldiers, yet still claiming to be their King, 
raised their hate to madness, so that they cried louder 
than ever, “Crucify Him! Crucify Him!” 

At last they gave vent to the real charge against Him, 
which had been burning at the bottom of their hearts all 
the time, and which they could no longer suppress— 
“We have a law,” they cried, “and by that law He ought 
to die, because He made Himself the Son of God.” These 


(Continued on page 17) 
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THE RESGF 


like to discuss with you Matthew 28:1-20. At the 

end of the Sabbath as it began to dawn toward 
the first day of the week, two precious, devout women 
were making their way to the sepulchre. It is believed 
by some that they were going there to anoint the body 
of Christ and to further express their love for Him. Mat- 
thew says that they came to see the sepulchre. At any 
rate, they came to show their good will by visiting again 
the remains of their beloved Master; and perhaps they 


A S PROOF OF THE resurrection of Christ, I should 


By W. E. JOHNSON 


did not come without some thought of His resurrection, f 
for they could not have forgotten all that He had said of } 
it as He had taught them. 

As proof of His resurrection, let us notice first the 


testimony of the angel. Angels have often been employed 
in conveying important tidings to men. They often ap- 


State peared to the patriarchs and to the 
Overseer The Testimony prophets, and they also announced 
of of the Angel the birth of the Saviour. Doubtlessly, 
Tennessee they watched with intense interest 
the events of the cross, and they were the first to gladden 


the hearts of the devoted women who were attending 
Christ’s grave at this time. Christ was buried, not in His 
own tomb, but in the tomb which belonged to Joseph of 
Arimathea, a friend who had begged for the body of 
Christ to lay it in his tomb. It is said that the Jews neg- 
lected the interment of the poor and that the remains 
of criminals were often left to wither near the place of 
their execution. This might have been their design fo: 
Christ had not this friend begged the body and laid it in 
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his tomb. He remained in this place for a certain pre- 
dicted period which was sufficient to prove His death, 
and yet not sufficient to effect putrefaction, for by the 
Psalmist, God had said that He would not leave His soul 
in hell nor suffer His Holy One to see corruption. 

The tomb was carefully watched and powerfully guard- 


, ed by the enemies of Christ. By this the Christians have 


undeniable evidence that Christ did rise from the dead 
and that He could never have been secretly removed by 
His disciples as was claimed by the people in that day. 
Never did the enemies of Jesus do Him better service 
than when they rolled a mighty stone to the mouth of 
the tomb, sealed it with the imperial signet, and placed a 
Roman guard to watch the spot. From this tomb, Christ 
arose with power and glory. Matthew 28:2-6, “And, be- 
hold, there was a great earthquake: for the angel of the 
Lord descended from heaven, and came and rolled back 
the stone from the door, and sat upon it. His countenance 
was like lightning, and his raiment white as snow: And 
for fear of him the keepers did shake, and became as 
dead men. And the angel answered and said unto the 
women, Fear not ye: for I know that ye seek Jesus, 
which was crucified. He is not here: for he is risen, as he 
said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay.” 


SECOND, LET US notice His appearance to 
the women. Matthew 28:9, “And as they went to tell his 
disciples, behold, Jesus met them, saying, All hail. And 
they came and held him by the feet, 
and worshipped him.” Christ’s ap- 
pearing to the women confirmed the 
testimony of the angel. These zealous 
women not only heard the first good tidings of Him, but 
also they had the first sight of Him after His resurrec- 
tion. Again, hear the comforting words which He said 
unto them, “Be not afraid: go tell my brethren that they 
go into Galilee, and there shall they see me.” In Mark 
16:9 we find that “when Jesus was risen early the first 
day of the week, he appeared first to Mary Magdalene, 
out of whom he had cast seven devils.” In verse 12, 
“After that he appeared in another form unto two of 
them, as they walked, and went into the country.” Verse 
14 tells us that He appeared unto the eleven as they sat 
at meat. Later, He appeared to five hundred and then 
to the apostle Paul. 

Let us observe the women’s departure from the sepul- 
chre in order to bring the news of Christ’s resurrection 
to the disciples. They departed with fear and great 
joy. Fear and joy at the same time in the same soul are 
a strange mixture. To hear that Christ had risen was a 
matter of joy, but to enter the grave and see an angel 
who told them of the resurrection of Christ could not 
but cause fear. It was good news, but they were afraid 
it was too good to be true. 

Third, to provide further proof of the resurrection of 
Christ, let us notice the confession of the adversaries 


Christ’s Appearance 
to the Women 
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RECTION OF CHRIST 


who were on guard at the time of Christ’s resurrection. 
There are two things which 
strengthen this testimony. First, they 
were eyewitnesses who saw the glory 
of the resurrection. Second, Matthew 
28:11 tells us that when the women went to carry to the 
disciples the news which would fill their hearts with joy 
the soldiers carried news of disappointment to the chief 
priests and those who had employed them. The soldiers 
told of the earthquake, the descent of the angel, the roll- 
ing away of the stone, and the coming forth alive out 
of the grave, the body of the Lord Jesus Christ. This, of 
course, as you will remember, resulted in the soldiers’ 
being bribed not to repeat this truth. Matthew 28:12, 13, 
“And when they were assembled with the elders, and had 
taken counsel, they gave large money unto the soldiers, 
Saying, Say ye, His disciples came by night, and stole 
him away while we slept.” It was a wicked thing for the - 
priests and elders to hire the soldiers to tell a deliberate 
lie, but they were determined to overthrow the great 
doctrine of Christ’s resurrection. Those who were willing 
to deceive took the money and did as they were told. 
They cared as little for Christ and His religion as the 
chief priests and elders did. Some men who have no re- 
ligion at all are well pleased to see Christianity run down, 
and they are usually more than willing to lend a hand 
to its destruction. This, of course, will get its just reward 
in the end. 


FINALLY, LET US consider Christ’s appear- 
ance to the disciples. Matthew 28:16-20, “Then the eleven 
disciples went away into Galilee, into a mountain where 
Jesus had appointed them. And when 
they saw him, they worshipped him: 
but some doubted. And Jesus came 
and spake unto them, saying, All 
power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye 
therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever 
I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway 
even unto the end of the world.” In this we learn that 
the official engagements of Jesus were completed. 

Coming to volunteer security for sinners, He became a 
curse for us. He gave His life a ransom for all, yielded 
up His spirit, and entered into the regions of the dead. 
Who is this Person to whom reference is made, this Man 
who has risen from the dead? He is our Lord and Saviour. 
While on earth, Christ assumed our nature and became 
our true Kinsman, but possessing a nature superior to 
ours, He claimed equality with the Father. As such, He 
bears the title of Lord, even Lord of all. Philippians 2:6-8, 
“Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery 
to be equal with God: But made himself of no reputa- 
tion, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was 

(Continued on page 16) 
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“But Mary ... stooped down, and looked into the sepul- 

chre,” John 20:11. 
HE WORD OF GOD CONTAINS not only doctrines 
] and precepts but also His infinite wisdom colors 
the pages with vivid illustrations. To the follower 
whose footsteps are never afar, to him whose heartbeat 
is saturated with a desire to linger near Him who has 
the words of life, the illustration need not be too vivid, 
for ere the word is spoken, a ready reply is at hand, 
“Speak, my Lord, thy servant heareth.” The pages of 
history are filled with many scenes which may be easily 
recalled. The mention of some prominent date, coupled 
with an outstanding, historic figure, recaptures for a na- 
tion the scenes of a distant battle; and the more details 
added, the more illustrious the scene However, we need 
no added reflections to aid the image cast upon our 
minds as we meditate upon our text. The artist may lay 
aside his materials and the sculptor his mallet. 

Mary Magdalene stands out as faithfulness personi- 
fied. How long she had been there, she did not know— 
nor did she care. Within her breast was an ache she 
had never before experienced. Had she been dulled by 
some narcotic? Was she drifting through some dense 
fog? What was happening? When was it that they had 
carried His battered, bruised body and laid Him in the 
tomb? Was it a day, a week, or a year? When was it? 
How long ago? By what does one measure time if life 
suddenly becomes meaningless? What was life to her 
when her life had been sealed in the tomb with His? 

Here we find a solitary figure worthy of our considera- 
tion. Do not let your mind linger upon the peaceful sur- 
roundings; spare not a glance for the dew-laden flower; 
list not to the sway and soft-moving foliage of the trees 
as they yield to the predawn breezes; harness your at- 
tention and focus your thoughts upon Mary as with a 
burdened, perplexed mind she bends the knee to peer 
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into that black hole where they had laid Him. Because 
to her much had been forgiven, the Master had declared 
that she loved much; Mary’s lingering close to Jesus 
seemingly reechoed the words of Ruth, “. . . where thou 
goest I will go.” Look attentively upon her and see how 
affection and loyalty had borne her beyond human con- 
straint. She had a singular faith, and God always puts 
singular honor upon this kind of faith. 

Mary Magdalene had been not only an attentive lis- 
tener to the discourses of the Master, but she had been 
demonstrative in her beliefs, also. She not only had lis- 
tened but also had followed the exhortation by applying 
to her life what was in her heart; she ministered of her 
substance. Unlike Peter, who had followed afar off, she 
had been there close at hand; she had followed all the 
way to the cross and had witnessed the entire scene; 
also, she had listened to His cry as God had turned from 
Him when He had become sin for such as she. But that 
was now three days ago, and she had waited throughout 
the Sabbath; everything was in readiness; only too slow- 
ly had the sands of time measured the day of rest before 
she dare venture forth with her spices and ointment to 
embalm the body. Now her footprints were directed to 
where He was laid. Unconsciously proving the maxim that 
“where your treasure is there your heart is also.” 

Friend, I care little to hear your verbal testimony 
alone; your words may appear to have the ring of clarity, 
your aspirations may apprehend sincerity, but harken! 
Tell us nought of where your affections lie; go about your 
daily tasks; attend to your menial duties; do not fret if 
others cannot hear you; of one thing you may be as- 
sured—your footprints will always point in the direction 
of your heart. Your conduct cannot but demonstrate 
your affections. Actions leave an indelible imprint, but 
our words ofttimes have only a momentary effect. 

The affection within carried Mary’s soul above the 
billows of fear. The Jewish sepulchres were generally 
found beyond the city limits; yet, before the sun burst 
from its cocoon of night, Mary had set forth to this 
place so particularly gloomy. Sad but grateful for the 
opportunity to extend another act of love, she ap- 
proached the designated spot, but once there, fear like 
some hideous monster leaped upon her from the shad- 
ows—the stone was not in its correct position, but had 
been rolled to one side. Where was the Master? This was 
the cruel thrust of her poignant grief, and we cannot 
minimize the pain. Ah, the sadness of those words “The 
Master’s body is gone.” Nought could lighten the crush- 
ing weight or stem the overwhelming tide of bitter reality. 

With a tormented soul and a thousand thoughts dart- 
ing through her mind, she dropped all and ran—but 
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By JOHN J. FOURIE 


where? she needed help, but to whom could she run? 
Where do you go, dear reader, when you cannot do any- 
thing, cannot think, cannot pray, and you do not know 
where to turn? Are your friends able to assist in a time 
of crisis, or can they be-helpful only when all is well? 
Where was Mary running? What was she thinking? Per- 
haps it was something like this, “Blessed is the man (or 
woman) that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly 
... But his delight is in the law of the Lord .. . And he 
shall be like a tree planted ... The ungodly are not so: 
but are like the chaff which the wind driveth away.” 
What effect do the winds have on you? Are you driven 
like the chaff to you know not where? 

Oh! happy is the man or woman whose friends are 
able to help in times of distress. Choose wisely your as- 
sociates, and remember that friends either assist you to 
get nearer Christ or they draw you away from Him. 
Take care and beware, for a person does not know when 
the storms of life may strike. Full of hope, Mary had 
run to the sepulchre, however, when the blow was struck, 
she knew where to find those who could help. Christian 
friend, are you in a position to help someone in distress; 
is your lamp trimmed and burning brightly? How sad 
the narrative would have been if those to whom she ap- 
pealed had not been in a position of readiness and will- 
ingness to render assistance. 


THE TWO DISCIPLES came and examined 
the sepulchre. John, seeing Jesus was no longer on the 
slab, believed the fact of the resurrection, but it appears 
that Peter doubted at first. Realizing their helplessness, 
they turned the heel and resumed their trudge home. 
Mary, moved by a stronger affection, stayed behind; the 
others returned to their homes to seek shelter and physi- 
cal comfort and relief from their sorrows, but she re- 
mained. Fixed upon her intentions, Mary’s thoughts were 
not concerned with personal relief; she had set out to do 
service for Jesus, and nought was to detain or hinder her. 
She would still be true even though it meant being alone 
in the early morning shadows and during the darkest 
hour. Little did she think how near her Master was. The 
trials and tests had blurred her vision and had weakened 
her receptibility so much that she supposed Him to be 
someone else, but when He spoke, her misery vanished 
like a mist before the rising sun—her darkest night was 
shattered. 

Who is the artist who could capture her expression 
“Rabboni”? Who is the poet who could retrieve the echo 
“Rabboni”’? No, it belongs to Mary alone. This we can 
read only with a reverent imagination. We could not de- 
fine her emotions, for they defy interpretation in some 
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senses. Upon her frame beamed the beauty one received 
when the Master addressed one by name. Singular honor 
is reserved for singular faith. There she stood in the 
presence of the greatest Miracle of all time. At the empty 
tomb only a few fleeting moments before, she had stood 
weeping inconsolably at the loss, thinking the empty 
tomb was the result of some thief who had carried away 
the precious body. Since they had mocked Him, abused 
Him, and killed Him, she thought that they, not content 
with their evil deeds, had even carried Him away. That 
was a few fleeting moments ago, but as she stood there, 
into her soul flooded the impact of the resurrection just 
as it did upon the two on the road to Emmaus and to the 
group gathered behind bolted doors. Because of the res- 
urrection and the empty tomb, He could say the words 
that have called the fears of millions, “Peace be unto 
you!” 

Mary’s first impulse was to fall upon Him. She wanted 
to convey her innermost feelings and affections, but the 
Master withdrew Himself with the request “Touch me 
not.” Why did He say this in the warmth of her un- 
adulterated affections? It could not have been because 
He objected as to Thomas not long after that, the Mas- 
ter’s behest was “Reach hither.” Mary’s only desire had 
been for the dead body of her Lord, and she had to learn 
to exchange the transient for the eternal, the outward for 
the inward. When the Master withdrew Himself, it was 
as if He had said, “Mary, your heart overflows with 
gratitude, and you would fain detain Me, but think not 
to embrace Me as if I can remain here; go tell the news 
and say that I ascend to My Father and their Father; 
Mine by nature, theirs by adoption.” 

Ox, THE DIFFERENCE between her first de- 
parture from the selpulchre and her second. One was 
(Continued on page 18) 
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Chott thew ye mi alvary 


a « World-wide Perspective 


By O. W. POLEN 
Assistant National Sunday School and Youth Director 


Text: Matthew 27:35a, “And they crucified him.” 


O OTHER SCENE DESCRIBED in God’s Word 

stirs the Christian soul to greater appreciation 

than the scene of the crucifixion, for here the 
sacrificial death of Christ made possible the spiritual 
resurrection of the world. 

As we search the Holy Scriptures for every minute de- 
tail of the death of Christ, we find passages which de- 
scribe what those beholding the divine Son of God saw 
and witnessed. They saw His face reflect the pain and 
suffering He was experiencing. They saw the blood as it 
came from the Lamb, who had been laid on God’s altar 
of sacrifice for lost humanity. They saw the muscles of 
His body grow taut as He began His conflict with 
death. They saw His body finally relax and grow limp 
as the only Begotten Son of God commended His spirit 
to the Father. The onlookers witnessed the darkness 
which hovered over the land and the destruction that fol- 
lowed. Yes, we could go on and on as we seek to describe 
what those persons must have seen as they beheld three 
crosses silhouetted against the sky. There on the center 
cross hung the Man whose death brought redemption to 
a sin-cursed world. 

It is only logical that the scenes of Calvary are of in- 
tense interest to us. There is a deep-seated desire in the 
heart of every Christian to learn the details that others 
witnessed at Christ’s crucifixion, but have we ever given 
much thought to what Christ beheld as He hung on Cal- 
vary, the place where God and man metin reconciliation? 

On Calvary, Christ was in a position to see what man 
had never seen before. He, as the crucified Son of God, 
occupied a position that only He, as the Propitiation for 
our sins, could occupy. His position was so lofty that it 
reached the throne of God; yet, it was a position so low 
that it reached to the lowest of fallen humanity. 

Christ’s Downward Look From the Cross 

“All they that see me laugh me to scorn: they shoot 
out the lip, they shake the head,” Psalm 22:7. “I became 
also a reproach unto them: when they looked upon me 
they shaked their heads,” Psalm 109:25. 

Looking down from the cross, Christ beheld a group 
of people with the mixed feelings that are present also 
in the hearts of men and women today. 

Christ saw faces on which this was written: “I don’t 
believe you are the Son of God.” Christ still beholds this 
expression on the faces of multitudes of people today 
who have refused to accept Him as the divine Son of 
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God, through whose shed blood we have redemption and 
pardon from sin. 

Christ beheld those faces which reflected, “I want to 
believe, but I’m afraid. I want to accept you as the Son 
of God, but I’m not sure you would choose such a death 
as this if you really are the Son of God. If you are the 
Son of God, you would come down from the cross and 
save yourself.” Some of these people, however, learned 
that when Christ rose from the dead He did a greater 
thing than to come down alive from the cross. 

Jesus saw the expressions also of fear on different faces 
of persons, such as those who would not accept Him 
because of the consequences which might follow should 
they decide to follow this Man of Galilee. 

This view from Calvary, however, was not completely 
disheartening to the Son of God, because when looking 
downward, He beheld expressions also of loyalty and de- 
votion on the faces of John and the women—those whom 
He loved dearly and who loved Him devotedly. Here He 
saw those from whose love He could draw strength in the 
dark, cruel hour of His death on Calvary. He saw in 
those believers a symbolism of that group of men and 
women who, down through the ages of time, would faith- 
fully, loyally, and devotedly carry the message He 
brought, preached, represented, and left with His fol- 
lowers to carry to the ends of the earth. 

Christ’s Upward Look From the Cross 

Looking upward from the cross, Christ was conscious 
that His heavenly Father was on His throne and that He 
was aware of the sacrifice His Son was about to offer 
because His love had demanded it. Though for the time 
the light of God’s countenance was withdrawn from Him, 
Christ was in this position so that He might bear man’s 
sins in their full and crushing weight. 

Also, the upward look of Christ from Calvary brought 
God into a state of readiness to accept the death of His 
Son as the atonement for the sins of man. Though no 
answer came when Christ cried, “My God, my God, why 
hast thou forsaken me?” yet the sacrifice of His life was 
accepted, and by the shedding of His blood, He obtained 
eternal redemption for lost humanity. 

Christ’s Sideward Look From the Cross 

As the Son of God looked sideward from the cross, He 
saw a malefactor whose face reflected the same feeling 
as the face of some of those whom He beheld in His 
downward look. “If thou be Christ, save thyself and us.” 

On the other side, Christ witnessed the expression of 
one on whose face was written the most glorious expres- 

(Continued on page 16) 
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THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST 
(Continued from page 11) 

made in the likeness of men: And being found in fashion 
as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto 
death, even the death of the cross.” The prophet Isaiah 
said, “...mine eyes have seen the King, the Lord of 
hosts,” Isaiah 6:5. Also, Peter said, “He is Lord of all.” 
Paul described Him as “Lord over all, Lord from heaven, 
and Lord from glory,” and John the Revelator called Him 
“Lord of lords and King of kings.” The same title was 
given Him by an angel at His birth—‘“Unto you is born 
this day in the city of David, a Saviour, which is Christ 
the Lord.” Indeed, He is Lord. The title was received and 
assumed by Christ Himself. The disciples invariably ad- 
dressed Him by this title, and He said, “Ye call me Master 
and Lord: and ye say well; for so I am,” John 13:13. 
Many today would tell you that He was only a man as 
other men. They would have you believe He is not divine, 
but I praise God that the Scriptures have declared Him 
to be Christ, the Son of God. I believe in Him with all 
my heart. There should not be a question in the mind of 
any believer but that He is the true son of God. 

By Christ’s resurrection, prophecy was fulfilled, and 
His claim to the Messiahship was established, thereby 
laying a firm foundation for the hope of the sinner. 
Christ had trampled upon all of sin and darkness and 
appeared in triumph over Satan, death, and the grave. 
‘Thus, death was overcome in our nature. The grave, 
previously dark and dismal, is now a hallowed, sanctified 
place that Jesus has perfumed with the fragrance of His 
person. Adam, because of his sin, forced an entrance into 
the grave, but the Lord of heaven made a passage 
through it by His death and resurrection. “Christ has 
abolished death, and life and immortality are brought 
to light by the gospel.” “But now is Christ risen from the 
dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept.” 
“Because I live, ye shall live also.” 
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CHRIST’S VIEW FROM CALVARY 
(Continued from page 14) 


sion of all, one of belief. “Remember me when thou com- 
est into thy kingdom.” 

The persons Christ saw on either side were the type 
persons the Christian meets on every side today: on one 
side they are willing and ready to receive Christ, and on 
the other, because their disbelief has become so great, 
they have only remote chances of accepting Christ as 
their Saviour. 

Christ’s Look of Retrospection 

A look into the past finds its place among the views 
of Christ from Calvary. Included in the views the Son 
of God saw as He hung on the cross and looked back 
through the ages of time was the creation of man, in 
which He Himself had had a part. Fully aware that this 
fall had demanded the death He was to experience very 
soon, Christ beheld the fall of man in the Garden of 
Eden. He knew that “as in Adam all had died, even so 
in him were all to be made alive.” 

Christ’s look of retrospection brought into His view the 
prophets, the priests, and the kings who had foretold 
His coming and had described the way in which the Son 
of God would be “brought as a lamb to the slaughter.” 
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Christ’s Look From Calvary into the Future 

Perhaps the greatest look of all was Christ’s look into 
the future. 

A look into His immediate future brought the Son of 
God face to face with death. He knew there was no 
escape for Him if fallen man was to be redeemed. He 
knew He had to meet and conquer death if it was to 
lose its sting for us. 

His look into the immediate future brought the picture 
of His descent into the lower parts of the earth from 
where He would ascend, “leading captiviy captive.” He 
saw His ascension to heaven and then the coming of the 
Holy Ghost. He saw the Church in a picture of growth 
and expansion. 

Looking into the future, He saw the countless num- 
bers of souls who would be able to spend eternity in 
heavenly bliss because of the death He was about to suf- 
fer. 

He saw the millions of souls who would be tempted, 
tried, and persecuted but who would be able to rise tri- 
umphantly because of the victory He would soon win for 
them. 

A further look by Christ into the distant future showed 
Him the healings that could be justifiably claimed and 
received by God’s children because of His trip to Calvary. 

Also, He saw the time that He would return to this 
earth “in the clouds of heaven with power and great 
glory.” His look into the future showed Him the new 
earth, the new heaven, and the holy city. 

The views of Christ from Calvary were many. There 
were views that brought great comfort and strength to 
Him in the dark hour of death, but there were views, also, 
that drew heavily from His strength and increased the 
load He was already struggling to carry. 


The Greatest View of All 
In my opinion, the greatest view of all to us is the 
view that He witnessed when He looked down through 
the corridors of time and saw you and me, sinful and 
destined to be eternally lost; but He looked a little 
farther, and there He saw us redeemed and freed from 
the bondage of sin. This is the result of His death and 
the blood He shed on Calvary. 
Thank God, Christ went to Calvary! 
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(Continued from page 3) 
cupied tomb with a shout of victory; we see the long arm 
of God overcoming evil, defeat, and tragedy, declaring 
His wonders, with life and immortality brought to light. 
The cross was man’s inhumanity to man; the resurrec- 
tion is God’s gift to man. The day that dawned with the 
resurrection will never close, in which is man’s only 
hope. The resurrection is the logical fulfillment of that 
cross. God has the last word, and that word is “resur- 
rection,” which is a moral necessity. Of all the discov- 
eries and inventions of mankind, from the earliest exis- 
tence until now, there is no hope, or any ground for 
hope, in the life after death other than in Christ and 
His resurrection. In Christ we have an inheritance—Peter 
says, “incorruptible, undefiled and that fadeth not away.” 
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the resurrection as it began to dawn, and it is only God 
who can make an Easter out of a cross. Has that day 
dawned for you? 

The influence of this day upon the world can never be 
measured. In all probability the disciples never dreamed 
that Christianity would so influence nations and the 
world as it has. They spoke of the influence only upon 
individuals. The way of the Christian life has made its 
impact upon the governments, institutions, and customs 
of the world. Jesus said, “Upon this rock I will build my 
church and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” 
Men have arisen and declared their stand against God 
and religion; nations have banned Christianity; but we 
have Easter annually, perpetuating the memory of that 
great occasion. Because of the resurrection we have a 
living hope, an inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and 
that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven. The devil has 
cheated millions, and multitudes live today as if the day 
had never dawned and Jesus was'still in the grave de- 
feated. Arise, be alert, and get the complete message! 

The news of Wellington’s victory at Waterloo was 
brought to the south coast of England by a sailing ship, 
and by semaphore was wig-wagged over land toward 
London. The semaphore on the roof of Winchester Cathe- 
dral began to spell out the message—W-E-L-L-I-N-G- 
T-O-N _D-E-F-E-A-T-E-D. Then the fog closed in and 
hid the signals from view. The sad news of the incom- 
plete message went on to London. When the message was 
read “Wellington Defeated,” the whole country was in 
despair. 

But after a while the fog lifted and the signals on the 
Winchester Cathedral were still at work spelling out the 
complete  sentence—W-E-L-L-I-N-G-T-O-N D-E- 
F-E-A-T-E-D T-H-E E-N-E-M-Y. The thrilling news 
raced across the land and lifted all hearts out of gloom 
into joy. 

So it was with the dreadful gloom of Calvary and the 
tomb. The message went out—J-E-S-U-S D-E-F-E-A-T- 
E-D. The fog settled down on the disciples for three 
days. Then, very early on the first day of the week as it 
began to dawn, the fog lifted and the ancient equivalent 
of the semaphore spelled out the complete sentence— 
J-E-S-U-S D-F-E-A-T-S D-E-A-T-H. 

How many have felt , in a fitful gloom of sorrow, life 
defeated, love defeated? The fog settles down over you; 
discouragement stalks in your path; doubt lurks near by; 
what is the use to try? Then because of the Easter mes- 
sage, the fog of doubt lifts and the complete message 
comes through—Life defeated death. Love defeated death. 
“Why seek the living among the dead? He is not here, 
for he is risen, and, behold, he goeth before you.” He is 
the Conqueror of death, hell, and the grave. He said, “Lo, 
I am with you alway, even unto the end.” 


JESUS BEFORE PILATE 

(Continued from page 9) 
words struck a chord in Pilate’s mind, which they had 
not thought of. In ancient traditions of his native land 
there were many legends of sons of the gods who, in the 
days of old, had walked the earth in humble guise so 
that they were different from common men. It was dan- 
gerous to meet them, for an injury done them might 
bring down on the offender the wrath of the gods, their 
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sires. Faith in these antique myths had long died, be- 
cause no men were seen on earth so different from their 
neighbors as to cause such an explanation; however, in 
Jesus Pilate had discerned something which affected him 
with a vague error. Now the words of the mob “He made 
Himself the Son of God” came like a flash of lightning. 
Might not Jesus be the Son of the Hebrew Jehovah? 
He hastily took Him inside the palace again, and, looking 
at Him with new awe and curiosity, asked, “Whence art 
Thou?” Jesus answered him not one word. Pilate had not 
listened to Him when He had wished to explain every- 
thing to him; he had outraged his own sense of justice 
by scourging Him. If a man turns his back on Christ 
when He speaks, the hour will come when he will ask and 
receive no answer. The proud governor, both surprised 
and irritated, demanded, “Speakest thou not to me? 
Knowest thou not that I have power to crucify thee, and 
have power to release thee?” To which Jesus answered 
with dignity, of which the brutal shame of His torture 
had in no way robbed Him, “Thou couldst have no power 
at all against me, except it were given thee from above.” 


PILATE HAD BOASTED of his power to do 
what he chose with the Prisoner, but in reality he was 
very weak. He came forth from his private interview 
determined to release Him at once. The Jews saw it in 
his face, so they brought out their last weapon, which 
they had been keeping in reserve—they threatened to 
complain against him to the emperor. This was the 
meaning of the cry with which they interrupted his first 
words, “If thou let this man go, thou art not Caesar’s 
friend.” There was nothing a Roman governor dreaded 
so much as a complaint against him sent by his sub- 
jects to the emperor. Pilate knew too well that his ad- 
ministration could not bear inspection, for it had been 
cruel and corrupt in the extreme. This was the blast of 
temptation which finally swept Pilate off his feet, just 
when he had made up his mind to obey his conscience; 
he was no hero who would obey his convictions at any 
cost. He was a thorough man of the world, and he saw 
that he must surrender Jesus to their will. 


However, being full not only of rage at being so com- 
pletely foiled but also of an overpowering religious dread, 
he called for water. In the presence of the multitude, he 
washed his hands and cried, “I am innocent of the 
blood of this just Person.” He washed his hands when he 
should have exerted them; blood is not so easily washed 
off. The mob, now completely triumphant, derided his 
scruples and rended the air with the cry, “His blood be 
upon us and on our children!” Pilate felt the insult 
keenly, so turning on them in his anger, he determined 
that he, too, should have his triumph. Thrusting Jesus 
forward more prominently into view, he began to mock 
them by pretending to regard Him as really their king 
and by asking, “Shall I crucify your king?” It was now 
their turn to feel the sting of mockery. They cried out, 
“We have no king but Caesar.” What a confession from 
Jewish lips! It was the surrender of the freedom and the 
history of the nation. Pilate took them at their word, 
and forthwith handed Jesus over to be crucified. St. 
Matthew 27:35, “And they crucified him, and parted his 
garments, casting lots: that it might be fulfilled which 
was spoken by the prophet, They parted my garments 
among them, and upon my vesture did they cast lots.” 

The life of Jesus did not end at Calvary. No life ends 
when the body by which it has, for a little while, been 
made visible disappears from the face of the earth. It 
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THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST 
(Continued from page 11) 


made in the likeness of men: And being found in fashion 
as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto 
death, even the death of the cross.” The prophet Isaiah 
said, “...mine eyes have seen the King, the Lord of 
hosts,” Isaiah 6:5. Also, Peter said, “He is Lord of all.” 
Paul described Him as “Lord over all, Lord from heaven, 
and Lord from glory,” and John the Revelator called Him 
“Lord of lords and King of kings.” The same title was 
given Him by an angel at His birth—‘“Unto you is born 
this day in the city of David, a Saviour, which is Christ 
the Lord.” Indeed, He is Lord. The title was received and 
assumed by Christ Himself. The disciples invariably ad- 
dressed Him by this title, and He said, “Ye call me Master 
and Lord: and ye say well; for so I am,” John 13:13. 
Many today would tell you that He was only a man as 
other men. They would have you believe He is not divine, 
but I praise God that the Scriptures have declared Him 
to be Christ, the Son of God. I believe in Him with all 
my heart. There should not be a question in the mind of 
any believer but that He is the true son of God. 

By Christ’s resurrection, prophecy was fulfilled, and 
His claim to the Messiahship was established, thereby 
laying a firm foundation for the hope of the sinner. 
Christ had trampled upon all of sin and darkness and 
appeared in triumph over Satan, death, and the grave. 
‘Thus, death was overcome in our nature. The grave, 
previously dark and dismal, is now a hallowed, sanctified 
place that Jesus has perfumed with the fragrance of His 
person. Adam, because of his sin, forced an entrance into 
the grave, but the Lord of heaven made a passage 
through it by His death and resurrection. “Christ has 
abolished death, and life and immortality are brought 
to light by the gospel.” “But now is Christ risen from the 
dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept.” 
“Because I live, ye shall live also.” 
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CHRIST’S VIEW FROM CALVARY 
(Continued from page 14) 


sion of all, one of belief. “Remember me when thou com- 
est into thy kingdom.” 

The persons Christ saw on either side were the type 
persons the Christian meets on every side today: on one 
side they are willing and ready to receive Christ, and on 
the other, because their disbelief has become so great, 
they have only remote chances of accepting Christ as 
their Saviour. 

Christ’s Look of Retrospection 

A look into the past finds its place among the views 
of Christ’ from Calvary. Included in the views the Son 
of God saw as He hung on the cross and looked back 
through the ages of time was the creation of man, in 
which He Himself had had a part. Fully aware that this 
fall had demanded the death He was to experience very 
soon, Christ beheld the fall of man in the Garden of 
Eden. He knew that “as in Adam all had died, even so 
in him were all to be made alive.” 

Christ’s look of retrospection brought into His view the 
prophets, the priests, and the kings who had foretold 
His coming and had described the way in which the Son 
of God would be “brought as a lamb to the slaughter.” 
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Christ’s Look From Calvary into the Future 
Perhaps the greatest look of all was Christ’s look into 
the future. 


A look into His immediate future brought the Son “e a 


God face to face with death. He knew there was no 
escape for Him if fallen man was to be redeemed. He 
knew He had to meet and conquer death if it was to 
lose its sting for us. 

His look into the immediate future brought the picture 
of His descent into the lower parts of the earth from 
where He would ascend, “leading captiviy captive.” He 
saw His ascension to heaven and then the coming of the 
Holy Ghost. He saw the Church in a picture of growth 
and expansion. 

Looking into the future, He saw the countless num- 
bers of souls who would be able to spend eternity in 
heavenly bliss because of the death He was about to suf- 
fer. 

He saw the millions of souls who would be tempted, 
tried, and persecuted but who would be able to rise tri- 
umphantly because of the victory He would soon win for 
them. 

A further look by Christ into the distant future showed 
Him the healings that could be justifiably claimed and 
received by God’s children because of His trip to Calvary. 

Also, He saw the time that He would return to this 
earth “in the clouds of heaven with power and great 
glory.” His look into the future showed Him the new 
earth, the new heaven, and the holy city. 

The views of Christ from Calvary were many. There 
were views that brought great comfort and strength to 
Him in the dark hour of death, but there were views, also, 
that drew heavily from His strength and increased the 
load He was already struggling to carry. 


The Greatest View of All 
In my opinion, the greatest view of all to us is the 
view that He witnessed when He looked down through 
the corridors of time and saw you and me, sinful and 
destined to be eternally lost; but He looked a little 
farther, and there He saw us redeemed and freed from 
the bondage of sin. This is the result of His death and 
the blood He shed on Calvary. 
Thank God, Christ went to Calvary! 
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(Continued from page 3) 
cupied tomb with a shout of victory; we see the long arm 
of God overcoming evil, defeat, and tragedy, declaring 
His wonders, with life and immortality brought to light. 
The cross was man’s inhumanity to man; the resurrec- 
tion is God’s gift to man. The day that dawned with the 
resurrection will never close, in which is man’s only 
hope. The resurrection is the logical fulfillment of that 
cross. God has the last word, and that word is “resur- 
rection,” which is a moral necessity. Of all the discov- 
eries and inventions of mankind, from the earliest exis- 
tence until now, there is no hope, or any ground for 
hope, in the life after death other than in Christ and 
His resurrection. In Christ we have an inheritance—Peter 
says, “incorruptible, undefiled and that fadeth not away.” 
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the resurrection as it began to dawn, and it is only God 
who can make an Easter out of a cross. Has that day 
dawned for you? 

The influence of this day upon the world can never be 
measured. In all probability the disciples never dreamed 
that Christianity would so influence nations and the 
world as it has. They spoke of the influence only upon 
individuals. The way of the Christian life has made its 
impact upon the governments, institutions, and customs 
of the world. Jesus said, “Upon this rock I will build my 
church and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” 
Men have arisen and declared their stand against God 
and religion; nations have banned Christianity; but we 
have Easter annually, perpetuating the memory of that 
great occasion. Because of the resurrection we have a 
living hope, an inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and 
that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven. The devil has 
cheated millions, and multitudes live today as if the day 
had never dawned and Jesus was'still in the grave de- 
feated. Arise, be alert, and get the complete message! 

The news of Wellington’s victory at Waterloo was 
brought to the south coast of England by a sailing ship, 
and by semaphore was wig-wagged over land toward 
London. The semaphore on the roof of Winchester Cathe- 
dral began to spell out the message—W-E-L-L-I-N-G- 
T-O-N _D-E-F-E-A-T-E-D. Then the fog closed in and 
hid the signals from view. The sad news of the incom- 
plete message went on to London. When the message was 
read “Wellington Defeated,” the whole country was in 
despair. 

But after a while the fog lifted and the signals on the 
Winchester Cathedral were still at work spelling out the 
complete sentence—W-E-L-L-I-N-G-T-O-N D-E- 
F-E-A-T-E-D T-H-E E-N-E-M-Y. The thrilling news 
raced across the land and lifted all hearts out of gloom 
into joy. 

So it was with the dreadful gloom of Calvary and the 
tomb. The message went out—J-E-S-U-S D-E-F-E-A-T- 
E-D. The fog settled down on the disciples for three 
days. Then, very early on the first day of the week as it 
began to dawn, the fog lifted and the ancient equivalent 
of the semaphore spelled out the complete sentence— 
J-E-S-U-S D-F-E-A-T-S D-E-A-T-H. 

How many have felt , in a fitful gloom of sorrow, life 
defeated, love defeated? The fog settles down over you; 
discouragement stalks in your path; doubt lurks near by; 
what is the use to try? Then because of the Easter mes- 
sage, the fog of doubt lifts and the complete message 
comes through—Life defeated death. Love defeated death. 
“Why seek the living among the dead? He is not here, 
for he is risen, and, behold, he goeth before you.” He is 
the Conqueror of death, hell, and the grave. He said, “Lo, 
I am with you alway, even unto the end.” 


JESUS BEFORE PILATE 

(Continued from page 9) 
words struck a chord in Pilate’s mind, which they had 
not thought of. In ancient traditions of his native land 
there were many legends of sons of the gods who, in the 
days of old, had walked the earth in humble guise so 
that they were different from common men. It was dan- 
gerous to meet them, for an injury done them might 
bring down on the offender the wrath of the gods, their 
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sires. Faith in these antique myths had long died, be- 
cause no men were seen on earth so different from their 
neighbors as to cause such an explanation; however, in 
Jesus Pilate had discerned something which affected him 
with a vague error. Now the words of the mob “He made 
Himself the Son of God” came like a flash of lightning. 
Might not Jesus be the Son of the Hebrew Jehovah? 
He hastily took Him inside the palace again, and, looking 
at Him with new awe and curiosity, asked, “Whence art 
Thou?” Jesus answered him not one word. Pilate had not 
listened to Him when He had wished to explain every- 
thing to him; he had outraged his own sense of justice 
by scourging Him. If a man turns his back on Christ 
when He speaks, the hour will come when he will ask and 
receive no answer. The proud governor, both surprised 
and irritated, demanded, “Speakest thou not to me? 
Knowest thou not that I have power to crucify thee, and 
have power to release thee?” To which Jesus answered 
with dignity, of which the brutal shame of His torture 
had in no way robbed Him, “Thou couldst have no power 
at all against me, except it were given thee from above.” 


PILATE HAD BOASTED of his power to do 
what he chose with the Prisoner, but in reality he was 
very weak. He came forth from his private interview 
determined to release Him at once. The Jews saw it in 
his face, so they brought out their last weapon, which 
they had been keeping in reserve—they threatened to 
complain against him to the emperor. This was the 
meaning of the cry with which they interrupted his first 
words, “If thou let this man go, thou art not Caesar’s 
friend.” There was nothing a Roman governor dreaded 
so much as a complaint against him sent by his sub- 
jects to the emperor. Pilate knew too well that his ad- 
ministration could not bear inspection, for it had been 
cruel and corrupt in the extreme. This was the blast of 
temptation which finally swept Pilate off his feet, just 
when he had made up his mind to obey his conscience; 
he was no hero who would obey his convictions at any 
cost. He was a thorough man of the world, and he saw 
that he must surrender Jesus to their will. 


However, being full not only of rage at being so com- 
pletely foiled but also of an overpowering religious dread, 
he called for water. In the presence of the multitude, he 
washed his hands and cried, “I am innocent of the 
blood of this just Person.” He washed his hands when he 
should have exerted them; blood is not so easily washed 
off. The mob, now completely triumphant, derided his 
scruples and rended the air with the cry, “His blood be 
upon us and on our children!” Pilate felt the insult 
keenly, so turning on them in his anger, he determined 
that he, too, should have his triumph. Thrusting Jesus 
forward more prominently into view, he began to mock 
them by pretending to regard Him as really their king 
and by asking, “Shall I crucify your king?” It was now 
their turn to feel the sting of mockery. They cried out, 
“We have no king but Caesar.” What a confession from 
Jewish lips! It was the surrender of the freedom and the 
history of the nation. Pilate took them at their word, 
and forthwith handed Jesus over to be crucified. St. 
Matthew 27:35, “And they crucified him, and parted his 
garments, casting lots: that it might be fulfilled which 
was spoken by the prophet, They parted my garments 
among them, and upon my vesture did they cast lots.” 

The life of Jesus did not end at Calvary. No life ends 
when the body by which it has, for a little while, been 
made visible disappears from the face of the earth. It 
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enters into the stream of the ever-swelling life of man- 
kind, and continues to act there with its whole force for 
evermore. Indeed, it is true that the magnitude of a hu- 
man being can often be measured only by what this 
after-life shows him to have been. So it was with Christ. 
The modest narrative of the Gospels scarcely prepares 
us for the outburst of creative force which issued from 
His life when it appeared to have ended. His influence 
on the modern world is the evidence of how great He 
was, for there must have been in the cause as much as 
there is in the effect. It has overspread the life of man 
and caused it to blossom with the vigor of a spiritual 
spring. But the most important evidence of what He was 
is to be found neither in the general history of modern 
civilization nor in the public history of the visible Church, 
but in the experiences of the succession of genuine be- 
lievers, who, with linked hands, stretch back to touch 


Him through the Christian generations. The experience 
of myriads of souls, redeemed by Him from themselves 
and from the world, proves that history was cut in 
twain by the appearance of a Regenerator, who was not 
a mere link in the chain of common men, but One whom 
the race could not from its own resources have pro- 
duced—the perfect Type, the Man of men. 

The life of Christ in history cannot cease. His in- 
fluence waxes more and more; the dead nations are 
waiting till it reaches them; and it is the hope of the 
earnest spirits that are bringing in the new earth. All dis- 
coveries of the modern world, every development of more 
just ideas, of higher powers, of more exquisite feelings in 
mankind, are only new helps to interpret Him; and the 
lifting-up of life to the level of His ideas and character 
is the program of the human race. 

(Selected and arranged from The Life of Christ) 
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PRAYER MEETING—KEY TO REVIVAL 


Revival must come from the prayer meeting. Any local 
church which wants revival to start among its members 
and wants to reach out into its community must de- 
pend upon the prayer meeting. It is the only Biblical 
method. 

In Jerusalem immediately after Christ’s ascension, His 
followers were directed to return to the upper room and 
pray. “These all continued with one accord in prayer 
and supplication, with the women, and Mary the mother 
of Jesus, and with his brethren,” Acts 1:14. 

This, the first Church, composed of 120 members, met 
together for prayer. Ten days later, the Holy Spirit 
descended and there was genuine revival. 

But that Jerusalem prayer meeting did not last only 
ten days, or until Pentecost. According to tradition, that 
upper room prayer meeting went on for one hundred 
years. No wonder the early Church set such a high stand- 
ard. No wonder there was never a more glorious church, 
a more revived, filled, victorious church anywhere. 

Whenever a Church has come back to revival power 
in the Holy Spirit, it has first come back to the original, 
simple formation—the prayer meeting. That was the na- 
ture of the meetings in the Wales revival and the Norway 
revivals. 

In revival, Christians love to pray more than anything 
else, and they love to pray together. They go back to 
simple things. They go back to their “first love” and their 
“first works.” It is simply going back to the book of Acts 
again, for revival days are Bible days. 

But today, as in the early Laodicean Church, the Church 
is characterized by lukewarmness. Even in churches with 
the highest spiritual standards and profession, members 
skip the prayer meetings with no care, concern, or con- 
science. The church leaders, too, have forsaken the prayer 
gatherings. If the leaders and teachers do not darken 
the door of the prayer meeting, how can they expect 
others to come? 

Church members today do not realize that Christ 
planned this to be an age of revivals and that these re- 
vivals are to take place within the Church. When Christ 
planned to build His Church, He built a prayer meeting, 
and He promised that the gates of hell would not pre- 
vail against this Church built on a prayer meeting. 

When crowds of God’s people who have been running 
toward this and that attraction, run once more to the 
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house of God and make it a house of prayer, we will be 
on the eve of Church revival. 

This means that the Church’s lay leadership will have 
to set the example for the rest of the congregation and 
sacrifice other desires to attend the prayer meeting. 

Pastors must open God’s house and allow the spirit 
of prayer to enter, because the Church has become apos- 
tate. The Church today is almost in the same condition 
as when Christ drove the money-changers from the Tem- 
ple. He was never more sober, more serious, more severe. 
He made a whip and drove out all the thievery, which 
was robbing His Father’s house of prayer and power. 


But today in too many churches, pastors have been 
making pillows instead of whips. Often an abundance of 
erganizations crowd in and rob the churches of the spirit 
of prayer and supplication. Churches are too busy with 
good but secondary things. It is time to seek the Lord 
and get back to first things. 

If pastors will get on their knees, God will bring the 
glory into the sanctuaries again. If pastors will make 
Wednesday a day when they will get alone to pray, seek 
the Lord for the Wednesday night prayer meeting, and 
then encourage their people to do the same, they will 
soon see their churches return to the prayer meeting © 
and the spirit of prayer return to their churches. 

Then revival days will be here again, because they will 
come from the steady foundation of the prayer meeting. 
—Armin Gesswein, Christian Life. 





WITH MARY AT THE SEPULCHRE 
(Continued from page 13) 


with a heavy, aching heart, but the other was with a 
song in her heart, “I have seen Him whom my soul 
loveth!” The sun had broken through the dark clouds— 
Christ met with her but not to her alone. When the dis- 
ciples were in that critical hour toiling at sea, Jesus ap- 
peared to them, also. Look yet again and see John, 
alone and forlorn, on the Isle of Patmos. He, too, was 
honored with a visitation. Yes, Jesus is always nigh! 
Fellow wayfarer, let this be your morning at the sepul- 


now the King of Kings and Lord of Lords. Turn with 
Mary, for “HE IS RISEN!” 


chre, too, for He is no longer the Man of sorrow; He is @ a 
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By ST. LUKE 


On the Sabbath they rested in obedience to the com- 
mand, but on the first day of the week, at early dawn, 
they went to the tomb, taking spices they had prepared. 
But they found the stone rolled back from the tomb 
and when they went inside they could not find the body. 
They were in great perplexity over this, when suddenly 
two men in dazzling clothing stood beside them. The 
women were frightened and bowed their faces to the 
ground, but the men said to them, 

“Why do you look among the dead for Him who is alive? 
Remember what He told you while He was still in Galilee, 
when He said that the Son of Man must be handed over 
to wicked men and be crucified and rise again on 
the third day.” 

Then they remembered His words, and they went back 
from the tomb and told all this to the eleven and all the 
rest. They were Mary of Magdala and Joanna and Mary, 
the mother of Jesus; the other women with them also 
told this to the apostles. But 
the story seemed to them to 
be idle talk and they would 
not believe them. 

That same day two of 
them were going to a vil- 
lage called Emmaus, about 
seven miles from Jerusalem, 
and they were talking to- 
gether about all these 
things that had happened. 
And as they were talking and 
discussing them, Jesus Him- 
self came up and went with 
them, but they were pre- 
vented from recognizing 
Him. And He said to them, 

“What is all this that you 
are discussing with each 
other on your way?” 

They stopped sadly, and 
one of them named Cleo- 
pas said to Him, “Are you 
the only visitor to Jerusa- 
lem who does not know 
what has happened there 
lately?” 

And He said, 

“What is it?” 

They said to Him, 

“About Jesus of Nazareth, 
who in the eyes of God and 
all the people was a proph- 
et mighty in deed and word, 
and how the high priests 
and the members of our 
council gave Him up to be 
sentenced to death, and 
had Him crucified. But we were hoping that He was to be 
the deliverer of Israel. Why, besides all this, it is three 
days since it happened. But some women of our number 
have astounded us. They went to the tomb early this 
morning and could not find His body, but came back 
and said that they had actually seen a vision of angels 
who said that He was alive. Then some of our party 
went to the tomb and found things just as the women 
had said, but they did not see Him.” 

Then He said to them, 

“How foolish you are and how slow to believe, after all 
that the prophets have said! Did not the Christ have to 
suffer thus before entering upon His glory?” 

And He began with Moses and all the prophets and ex- 
plained to them the passages all through the Scriptures 
hat referred to Himself. When they reached the village 
which they were going, He acted as though He were 
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going on, but they urged Him not to, and said, 


“Stay with us, for it is getting toward evening, and 
the day is nearly over.” 





The First Easter 


So He went in to stay with them. And when He took 
His place with them at table, He took the bread and 
blessed it and broke it in pieces and handed it to them. 
Then their eyes were opened and they knew Him, and He 
vanished from them. And they said to each other, 

“Did not our hearts glow when He was talking to us 
on the road, and was explaining the Scriptures to us?” 

And they got up immediately and went back to Jerusa- 
lem, and found the eleven and their party all together, 
—— that the Master had really risen and had been 
seen by Simon. And they told what had happened on the 
road, and how they had known Him when He broke the 
bread in pieces. 

While they were still talking of these things, He Him- 
self stood among them. They were startled and panic- 
ae gman and thought they saw a ghost. But He said to 

em, 

“Why are you so disturbed, and why do doubts 
arise in your minds? Look at my hands and feet, for it 
is I myself! Feel of me and 
see, for a ghost has not 
flesh and bones, as you see 
I have.” 

But they could not yet 
believe it for sheer joy and 
they were amazed. And He 
said to them, 

“Have you anything here 
to eat?” 

And they gave Him a 
piece of broiled fish, and 
He took it and ate it be- 
fore their eyes. 

Then He said to them, 

“This is what I told you 
when I was still with you 
—that everything that is 
written about me in the Law 
of Moses and the Prophets 
and the Psalms must come 
true.” 

Then He opened their 
minds to the understanding 
of the Scriptures, and said 
to them, 

“The Scriptures said that 
Christ should suffer as He 
has done, and rise from the 
dead on the third day, and 
that repentance leading to 
the forgiveness of sins 
should be preached to all 
the heathen in His name. 
You are to be witnesses to 
all this, beginning at Jerusa- 
lem. And I will send down 
, ; upon you what my Father 
has promised. Wait here in the city until you are clothed 
with power from on high.” 

And He led them out as far as Bethany. Then He lifted 
up His hands and blessed them. And as He was blessing 
them, He parted from them. And they went back with great 
joy to Jerusalem, and were constantly in the Temple, 
blessing God. 

_He was caught up before their eyes and a cloud took 
him up from their sight. And while they were gazing 
after him into the sky, two men dressed in white sud- 
denly stood beside them, and said to them, 

“Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up into the 
sky? This very Jesus who has been caught up from you 
into heaven will come in just the way that you have 
seen him go up to heaven.” 


The Gospel according to Luke, Chapter 24, 
Acts of the Apostles 1:9-11 
Smith-Goodspeed Translation 
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